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The morning air is so refreshing you will have to overload your lungs with it. The surrounding looks brilliant. Ahead
stands eminently the royal monastery, the center of Wiang Sa people’s faith since the time it was still known as Wiang
Po. The multilayered roof of the ubosot alternate and cascade down, glimmering under the morning sunlight. Peace
and calmness at heart permeate through as you step through the wooden gate with three-layered carving to pay
respect to the principal Buddha image in standing posture in the ubosot, where an old lady was compelling everyone to
do so for a long and happy life. When your heart is purified, we can continue and get across the street to a red-brown
wooden building just in front. The most outstanding point is on the path before the building that was once the district
office of Amphoe Sa where our His Majesty the King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the beloved monarch of Thai populace, along
with Queen Sirikit, laid his first footstep on ground for the first time in Nan. We got to stroll around the place that was
decorated to imitate the event of that day, see the lost wooden bench His Majesty once sat on was even traced and



Seeing the bovi of the boat or ‘hua o’
display made me interested in how they
were carved, and my curiosity was duly
answered at Suan Hom Temple, where you
will get to watch both master carvers and
their apprentices, which are young children,
help one another in carving, decorating, und’
repairing the bows for the Boat Racing
Festival to be held in winter, with the abbot
as the chief, educating anyone fascinated to
learn about the art. The bow is commonly
carved into the image of the Naga, so is the
stern called ‘hang wan.” Every carver agreed




unanimously that carving requires both concentration and
positivity, which seemed apparent since everyone had bright
smiles on their face, chatting with one another, and share the
generosity to visitors like us. As we were observing, trying out,
and walking around the vicinity, our stomach eventually
growled. Many recommended me to Ban Kuai Tiao Restaurant
that after | had tried myself | got fond of it | had to pass on
the words. After a savory meal, let’s wash our mouth with
something sweet and some iced cold drinks in our next
destination at Chang Nan Coffer and Gallery, where not only
does it serve tasty food and coffee, the shop is also decorated
into indie style by an old bus converted into seating where you
can sit and enjoy your coffee, since it used to be a bus

"Cravi
tBVIng bow of boats jn garage. You can also tour the gallery then end your visit by
O Serpents Shape " shopping for souvenirs and mementos, like a couple of T-shirts
I got for my friends.

When we are

full, it’s time to get a few

stretches. We will hop onto the
bicycles to sightsee the city, embarking
from Huean Rot Tib, where bicycles as old t
as from the World War era are collected. Some :
will be look familiar, while some will not. | decided

to grab a bicycle with an oversized front wheel. Mr.
Suphot, the owner, said | could ride all | want, but

after a while | had to give up since it wasn’t easy at all
to find the balance. The bicycle only kept wobbling that
I was afraid it would hit into the wall first. From Huean
Rot Tib, we took our time cycling to take photos of the
green rice fields and to appreciate the daily life of the
local Wiang Sa community. In the space under the houses,
you will see residents carrying on their daily activities, like
spinning cotton, weaving fabric, making flags, making
lanterns, and they will smile at us when we ask them for
photos. Dogs were trotting here and there so joyously with
quality of life dogs from other cities would be jealous of.
According to the locals, Nan has no stray dogs. The ones
you could see on the street all have owners. They were just
in a middle of a stroll or an exercise at their own pace, and
would return home in the evening. Even the ones seen in
temples are also owned, by the monks. A dog lover like me
only felt so proud when | learned that.




After that we will head towards the next destination,

Don Chai Temple, a small temple in a peace

community, concealed away from the main road and

any confusions. Master Tone who volunteered to be

our guide told us that this was the only temple whose
artist of the sculpture being decorated on the steps of
the stair was still alive, which should be true since the
artists of the other temples would have all long
departed. From Don Chai Temple, we will take a walk
around the Don Chai community to take see their

homes and simple lifestyle, where we will be greeted
with fulfilling smiles along the way towards our true
destination at Warapon Woven Fabric shop, where Ms.
Warapon, her daughter, and her little g'rurf‘qg;q’ughté,r .
will already be waiting there to greet us. FIF(SI&\
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Mueang script, that is a lesson on reading and writing Lan Na script. At first, | thought | wouldn’t survive, but it
turned out it wasn’t as difficult as expected, because their letters had the saume origin as Central Thai language, so
some guesswork would help. The lesson lasted an hour but a half, so for a fast learning like me already managed to
write my own full name in Lan Na language. | don’t want to boast at all. By the time the class concluded, it wasn’t
that sunny anymore. When | looked at the time it was already quarter past five. Master Radom said it was already
time to ride the cruise, which would be on a long wooden boat amidst cool breezes. Just sitting down and enjoying
the greens of the riverbank was really calming. Everything was so peaceful. Not even the sound of a passing boat
could be heard, only two other visible wooden boats moored afar with locals fishing in them. The surrounding was
so still as if in a painting. The only movement is the wooden boat we were boarded in. Master Radom acted as the
guide who urged us to watch the birds in the sky, in which late October was a good time to see black drongos with
bicuspid tails swooping down close to the boat or perching on branches of large trees along the river, and white
egrets that were migrating away from the Siberian winter. According to Master Radom, on the left was a fishing
community, which was why there were rows of boats filled with fishermen, while some were just relaxing and
chatting, and some packing up their companion fishing devices. He drew the boat bow close to them to greet them
with intimacy in the way of a rural setting whose kindness and goodwill still hadn’t been deprived away by urgency
of a busy schedule and frustration from traffic condition. As we approached the river bend, Master Radom pointed
us to the scene of the sun about to set dyeing the sky permeating orange with a hint of purple. It was beautiful
beyond words that | wanted to cry. Witnessing such scenery under the evening sunlight, Master Radom pulled out a
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a Lan Na in men d us a tune in lieu of a guitar. Oh, so satisfying! Tired from a day packed with

t Khon Khun Khao Resort, Master Tone’s comfy commodation, not only fully
It delicious food. i M
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For a laidback lifestyle, of course we will be cycling for the afternoon, and keep cycling at our own pace, admiring
the temples in far apart from one another. First, we will stop by Muang Nan Municipality Tourist Service Center in
the city center across Phu Min Temple, then take a look at the world renowned ‘Whisper of Love” mural, we will
proceed to Phra That Chang Kham Temple not far away, where we will find Chang Kham stupa with Sukhothai art.
We will then go to Nan National Museum which holds the climatic photo spot for tourists, that is the photogenic
plumeria tunnel just in front, and we must not forget to visit Noi Temple which is Thailand’s smallest temple. In
the evening, we will stroll around to shop for local souvenirs and visit the market for ‘khao soi,” ‘nam prik num,”




Viewpoint 1715




Next morning, we will pack up early to head to the salt well, since we
want to stop by the scenic spot 1715 for a view of sea of mist first. If it’s
too late, it won't be very white and fluffy, so fluffy like the clouds in the
sky were plucked down and sown over the valley. Right after that we will
head to the salt well. This salt well is extraordinary unlike other ones, in
the sense that the salt doesn’t originate from the sea but from high
mountain. The locals will extract the salt by transferring water from the
well down the bamboo gutters into the resting well, then drawn up from
this well to make the slat by boiling it in a larch pap for about 4-5 hours,
wait until the water has evaporated then scooped up using a paddle to
dry in a basket hung above the pan to let water drip down into the pan
the scoop it up again. The steps are repeated until the water in the pan
dries up, then it is refiled from the well. It's very photogenic up here, as
seen by the artistic photos of the locals drawing up the brine water for
salt extraction and the pretty photos of the scenery with ultimate beauty
to the point that it’s worth just coming up here for it alone. After that,
we will indulge in a riverside atmosphere, eating chicken fried with

" ‘makwaen,” ‘yam phak kud’ and ‘kha mu mueang bo’ in Bo Kluea View, a
& X ! .

- Cute scenic restaurant with good food and fresh vegetable grown in

‘Mahing salt at Salt well"

Bo HKlua (salt well)"

"The Ancient salt pits of

Wiang Sa, Master Tone — Tel: 088 407 1740

Boat cruise, Master Radom — Tel: 085 029 8029

Tung Kha Khing, Ms. Tim — Tel: 087 178 2588

Chao Fong Kham Palace, Ms. Pat — Tel: 089 560 6988
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From Nan city, head south towards Wiang Sa for approximately 25 kilometers,
and from Nan city to Pua, take higher no. 101 for approximately 60 kilometers.
From Pua to salt well, take highway no. 1256 via Doi Phu Kha National Park

to the slat wall for approximately 50 kilometers.

Best time to travel: (§&F

All year round. If you want to watch the traditional Boat
Racing Festival, come in October. If you want to see
drongos and white egrets, also the same time.

Late rainy season and early winter to
g enjoy the sea of mist.

@ Target audience:

Tourists who don't like rushing, love taking time to sink
in the atmosphere and getting to know each attraction
profoundly, prefer a relaxing style of traveling, and do
not focus on the goal but pay for attention to values Pl—epara tiOn:
gained on the way there. =
Camera and dairy to record your memories,
jacket, sneakers to trek to the salt well

Trivia: Values and 2
. B , impressions gained: )\
Wiang Sa is Nan’s largest Amphoe, so called ‘the Gate to

Nan,” being very abundant in rivers and streams. As for Happiness from an unhurried trip, taking time at
Nan city, it's a cozy small town, complete with charms and every pace with no rush, slowly absorbing the
living cultures, full of temples to be visited. Other
important tourist attractions include Nan National
Museum, Phu Min Temple, and Rim Nan Gallery. The salt

atmosphere at every minute. You will get to relax
and rid yourself of hassles in everyday life and spend

time with yourself till inspirations and ideas are borne
mine is source of rock salt which now has only the north of them. Most importantly, you get to recharge

and south wells left yourself with life energy that will clearly make you

more vigorous and robust.




Carving bow of boat ,Cycling through the city
Weaving fabric at Warapon Woven Fabric
Boat cruising in Nan River, Writing Muang

script, Making Tung Kha Khing, Making flower
cones at Chao Fong Kham Palace

* Khon Khun Khao Resort
* Cocoa Valley Resort

+ Bun Yuen Temple: Wiang Sa’s important temple since the
ancient times. Anyone who comes will have to pay respect
to the Buddha image with elegant standing posture.

» Wiang Sa Municipality Local Museum: Besides being an
important archive of physical evidences of Nan lifestyle and
culture, it is also the location of the first footstep His
Majesty the King Bhumibol Adulyadej set in the land of Nan.

* Don Chai Temple: a small temple in Ban Don Chai Tai
community, suitable for those who enjoy peach and crowded
with other tourists.

* Salt well: admire the beauty of sea of mist, mountain, and

the traditional salt making process that lasts till today.
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We will first stop to pay respect the principal Buddha image at Bun Yuen Temple, then go to
see the King's first footstep at Wiang Sa Municipality Local Museum, and proceed to carve
boat bow. We will have lunch at the noodle restaurant then have some coffee at Chang Nan
Coffee and Gallery. In the afternoon, we will cycle around the Wiang Sa city, Don Chai
Temple, learn about woven fabric at Warapon Woven Fabric, then we will continue to Ban
Kalok to feed the fist, write Muang script and end the day with a laidback atmosphere of a
cruise down the river. At night, we will check in at Khon Khun Khao Resort.
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Phra Koed Te.mple We will head to the city to make tung kha khing
at Phra Koed Temple. For lunch, we will stop by

Chao Fong Khorm Palace to have beef noodle at Surat Thani beef noodle.

Phra That Chang Khom After that, we will learn how to make flow cones
at Chao Fong Kham Palace, then have some
Phumin TC""PlC coffee at Sweet 9. As even approaches, we will

cycle to sightsee the temples and Nan
lifestyle, and we can stroll around to
Nan Nakhenr Airpor-t find Nan’s local food for dinner,
then we will travel to Pua to
stay the night at cocoa
Valley Resur

Walking Street
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QD Vierpoint 1715
@ sait Well Community
@ 2o Kluea Vierv

Po Kluea
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After having breakfast, we will head to the salt well via Doi Phu Kha National Park, stop to
view sea of mist at scenic spot 1715, then continue towards the salt mine, where will get to
see both stunning scenery and traditional salt extraction process, We will end our trip with
lunch at Bo Kluea View
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Tourism Authority of Thailand 1600 Phetchaburi Road, Makkasan, Ratchathevi, Bangkok 10400, THAILAND
Tel: 662 250 5500, TAT Contact Center: 1672



